
 

UPSTATE WORKFORCE BOARD DISABILITIES COMMITTEE MEETING 
February 27, 2024 
3:00 p.m.  
 
Present: 
• Ms. Jennie Thomas, Committee Chair 
• Ms. Sandy Jordan, Committee Member 
• Ms. Rhonda Rogers, Committee Member  

• Ms. Lisa Thomas, Committee Member 
• Ms. Ann Angermeier, UWB 
• Ms. Nikoya Shaw, UWB  

• Ms. Anne Brock-Trail, Committee Member  
 
Welcome and Introductions 
The meeting was called to order at 3:05 p.m. by Ms. Jennie Thomas, Committee Chair. Ms. Thomas 
welcomed committee members. 
 
January 23rd Advisory Group Meeting Update  
Ms. Jennie Thomas shared with the group the list of challenges, ideas, and new programs 
brainstormed by the Advisory Group at their meeting on January 23, 2024. Ms. Lisa Thomas 
shared that the event was great, and it was good to see the connections that were made. Ms. Jennie 
Thomas noted that the group gave input to create and maintain relevant solutions for the needs of 
individuals with disabilities. 
 
Action Steps  
Ms. Ann Angermeier, UWB Executive Director, recommended looking into the process of getting 
Continuing Education Units (CEUs) approved for future employer events.  Ms. Jennie Thomas 
noted that SHRM created CEUs when they needed them before. 
 
Ms. Angermeier suggested that the group research current resources available for individuals with 
disabilities. She shared that United Way of the Piedmont might be willing to create a separate 
drop-down menu on their website for resources devoted solely to individuals with disabilities. Ms. 
Angermeier noted that she cannot locate a central source of resources in the tri-county area 
specifically for individuals with disabilities. She shared the link to United Way’s Get Connected 
website, and the committee discussed increasing the visibility of this resource and ways to make 
this resource accessible and functional for the disabled population. Ms. Angermeier stated that she 
would reach out to Ms. Paige Stephenson, United Way of the Piedmont President & CEO, to see if 
someone on their team could meet with us at our next meeting. 
 
The group discussed reaching out to Spartanburg County Foundation to host a lunch and learn 
event to share about the resources for individuals with disabilities. 
 
 
 



Other Business 
Ms. Nikoya Shaw, UWB Community Impact Director, shared an engagement idea of the Mayors of 
Spartanburg Committee for People with Disabilities and inquired about training for the 
committee's members and City of Spartanburg departments identified by the mayor. Ms. Sandy 
Jordan shared that the ABLE Access team would be best to reach out to for facilitating those 
trainings. 
 
Adjourn 
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:39 p.m. The next meeting is scheduled for 
May 7, 2024.  


