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UPSTATE WORKFORCE BOARD DISABILITIES COMMITTEE MEETING
May 6, 2025
3:00 p.m. (Virtual)

Present:

e Ms. Jennie Thomas, Committee Chair e Mr. Christian Rice, Committee Member
Ms. Sandy Jordan, Committee Member e Ms. Dana Hudgins, UWB
Ms. Lisa Thomas, Committee Member e Ms. Ann Angermeier, UWB
Ms. Anne Brock-Trail, Committee Member

Welcome and Introductions
The meeting was called to order at 3:04 p.m. by Ms. Jennie Thomas, Committee Chair.

Transition Fair Discussion

Ms. Jennie Thomas began the meeting stating that the committee was not able to get the kind of
interest for the last project as hoped. Members brainstormed on steps that could be taken that
would yield a different outcome for the next project.

Ms. Dana Hudgins, UWB Associate Director, stated that outreach is where the project was lacking.
She suggested promoting the project to a larger audience and finding a way to get the information
to parents. She suggested incorporating more school staff to guide the committee on the next
project.

Ms. Jennie Thomas suggested reaching out to school staff on teacher in-service days and asking
them for guidance. Staff are currently working on transitioning students to other organizations
using their own expertise.

Ms. Ann Angermeier, UWB Executive Director, suggested trying to convene volunteers during a
different time of day and asking them to suggest what would work to get the information to the
parents.

Ms. Hudgins asked if the teacher in-service days were the same across the county. The answer
was, “Yes.” Ms. Hudgins suggested scheduling a virtual meeting during one of the in-service days
to gather support and information. October 10t would be the first opportunity to meet with them.
Ms. Hudgins asked Ms. Lisa Thomas what schools were strong and would be good to bring to the
table. Ms. Thomas pointed out Cherokee County, District Two, and Dorman High School. The
committee has already targeted Districts Seven and Three.

Ms. Hudgins stated that if members could send her names of possible contacts or which districts
they want her to contact, she can reach out to them and plan the virtual meeting. Ms. Hudgins
subsequently suggested sending the invitation out to all districts and gauge the level of interest
and then plan the next step. Members will get the information to Ms. Hudgins.

The next meeting will be around August.

Adjourn
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:17 p.m.




