Upstate

WORKFORCE BOARD

Advancing the Future of Business and Community

UPSTATE WORKFORCE BOARD DISABILITES COMMITTEE MEETING
August 31, 2017

8:30 A.M.

Vocational Rehabilitation Center - Bryant Center

Present:
. Jennie Thomas, Committee Chair
. Wayne Gregory, Committee Member
. Sandy Jordan, Committee Member
. Antonio Johnson, Committee Member
. Lisa Thomas, Committee Member
. Dana Wood, UWB
. Vicki Lawson, UWB

The meeting was called to order at 8:37 a.m. by Ms. Jennie Thomas, Committee Chair. Ms. Thomas
welcomed committee members and asked attendees to introduce themselves.

Ms. Dana Wood shared a copy of the Survey results from the Employer event. Feedback was
overwhelmingly positive. Ms. Thomas and Ms. Wood thanked the committee for their assistance
with planning and execution of the event.

The committee discussed ideas for next year’s event, with Invisible Disabilities being the targeted
theme. It was agreed to target the month of May 2018. Ms. Jennie Thomas asked members to
share ideas for this year’s event. Ms. Lisa Thomas mentioned employer fear of intellectual
disabilities, benefits to employers for hiring people with disabilities, and clarifying mental illness
versus intellectual disability. Mr. Antonio Johnson mentioned educating employers on how to
work with individuals with mental disabilities, especially veterans suffering from PTSD. Ms. Sandy
Jordan asked who the target audience was for the first year’s event. Ms. Dana Wood explained that
staff and partners were the main focus. There was a panel of individuals with disabilities who
answered uncomfortable questions that would not normally be asked and also talked about
etiquette. The second year event focused on educating employers. Ms. Wood mentioned that this
coming year they could possibly do a half day event, designed to target different audiences by
offering a choice of breakout sessions. It was decided to continue the discussion at the next
meeting with hopes of narrowing the focus and creating planning teams.

Ms. Sandy Jordan shared news about an upcoming Employer Summit on October 10 in Columbia.
Mr. Antonio Johnson mentioned the Veterans Stand Down event scheduled for October 13.

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:40 a.m. The next meeting will be
October 26, 2017, at the Bryant Center.
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WORKFORCE BOARD

Advancing the Future of Business and Community

Upstate Workforce Board
Disabilities Committee Meeting

August 31, 2017
8:30 a.m.
The Bryant Center

Facilitated by Ms. Jennie Thomas, Committee Chair

8:30 AM
Welcome & Introductions

8:40 AM
Review of Employer Event
e Survey Results

9:00 AM
Goals for PY17

9:25 AM
Other Business and Adjourn

Next Meeting Date:
October 26, 2017
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